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Dear St. Peter’s Family,

In a conversation recently, my daughter introduced me to a phrase I had not heard 

before: “the third place.”  It comes from Ray Oldenburg (2023 re-release of his book 

‘The Great Good Place’), who described three important places in our lives. The first 

is home. The second is work or school. And the third is a place where we regularly go 

simply to be with other people—to talk, laugh, share life, and become part of a 

community that gives them a sense of belonging to something “more”.

What struck me about my daughter's description was how relevant the idea was in her 

life. So much of our lives happens through screens. We can work remotely, shop 

online, or stream entertain at home. We live digitally committed more than ever, and 

yet have fewer places where we simply show up and spend time with other people.

It made me wonder about our church.  Could St. Peter's be a kind of third place?

Of course, the church is much more than that. We come here to worship God, hear 

Scripture, receive the Eucharist, pray, and live together as the Body of Christ. But 

parish life has always been about more than what happens during worship. It is also 

about relationships—sharing meals, discovering common interests, serving together, 

and having those unexpected conversations that turn acquaintances into friends.

As we begin our new program year, I want to encourage all of us to find a place where 

you can connect at St. Peter's.

On Sunday, September 13, after the 10:00 a.m. service, we'll have an Ice Cream 

Social. Representatives from our ministries and fellowship groups will be mingling 

and ready to talk about what they do. Come, have some ice cream, meet someone 

new, and be curious about what is happening in the life of our parish.   You’re new 

third place might be a Foyers Group; Bowling Group; Games Night; Choir; a Bible 

Study Group or Community Meal.  

Maybe you'll discover a ministry that interests you. Maybe you'll find a group where 

you fit. Maybe you'll simply meet someone you haven't talked with before.  My hope 

is that St. Peter's will continue to be not simply a place where we attend worship, but 

a place where we belong to find something more…a third place.

Your Third Place Rector,

Father Mike



September St. Cecilia 

BIBLE STUDY
Friday Morning Bible Study continues in September.

Friday at 8:00 a.m., at Joe’s Deli, Wooster Rd. & Hilliard Blvd., Rocky River.

BEGINNING WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 9th

The 10:00 a.m. Service of Holy Eucharist and Laying On of Hands

will resume in the Oratory followed by Adult Forum and Bible Study in the 

administration area public space lounge on the 2nd floor of the new building.

BEGINNING SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 13th

The Adult Forum and Bible Study at 9:09 a.m. in the Undercroft will resume.

The St. Cecilia Guild will gather in one of the private rooms at The 

Normandy at noon on Wednesday, September 16. The lunch is 

being sponsored by Wadia Salah. The Normandy will provide the 

food and individuals can write a check to made out to Lorna 

Jordan. The price and menu are pending. Please save the date and 

watch for additional details in an email and Evite. There is a cap of 

16 people for this event. If you have questions contact Lorna 

Jordan 216-647-3774.  



COFFEE HOUR WITH HOST FAMILIES



SECOND SUNDAYS!        Zoom Zoom! 

On the second Sunday of each month, you are invited 

to catch up with your friends at our Virtual Coffee 

Hour!  

Join us and enjoy the company of St. Peter’s online 

community! 

The next gathering will take place on Zoom on SUNDAY, 

September 13, 2026, at 11:15 a.m. The following month’s gathering 

will take place on Zoom on SUNDAY,  October 11, 2026, at 11:15 a.m. 

Please call Kathy Woolner at 440-503-6111 with any questions. 

For ease in attending, simply add this link to your calendar:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82813898119?pwd=VU5QMjl0UmJkdTBudmJQRV

phNTRVUT09         Meeting ID: 828 1389 8119           Passcode: 18001

ROTA IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN - ROTA PREP

I will be preparing the ROTA for OCTOBER, NOVEMBER, 

DECEMBER 2026, JANUARY 2027 before September 3.  Therefore, 

if there are any dates you cannot serve or do not want to serve, please 

advise me as soon as possible. 

Also, we welcome new members to the following ministries:

8:00 a.m. service:  Acolyte, Usher, Bell Ringer (we will happily train!)

10:00 a.m. service: Chalicer, Acolyte (great need), Usher, Bell Ringer,

and Videographer.

Lay Eucharistic Visitor (“LEV”)  great need

Thank you to everyone who helps us bring worship to our 

community!!  If you have questions or comments, please contact Liz 

Crosby at li2ard@aol.com.

Liz Crosby 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82813898119?pwd=VU5QMjl0UmJkdTBudmJQRVphNTRVUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82813898119?pwd=VU5QMjl0UmJkdTBudmJQRVphNTRVUT09
mailto:li2ard@aol.com


A BIG THANK YOU…

To everyone who helped with the Lakewood Arts Festival!  It was another 

successful year with unsolicited donations of $385!  We brought joy and fun to 

our community and St. Peter’s light shone brightly in downtown Lakewood!

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR NEXT YEAR:  August 7, 2027!

Liz Crosby 



St. Peter’s     CHOIR➢
If you have been thinking about joining the St. Peter’s Choir this article is for 

you! 

Rehearsals begin on Thursday, September 10 at 7:00 p.m. in the New Chapel. The 

choir sings weekly at the 10 o’clock service, September – May. 

The Sunday morning rehearsals begin at 9:15 a.m. in the church. While new 

singers are welcome at any time, the beginning of the choir season is definitely the 

best time to join. 

No audition is necessary, but an ability to read music is definitely helpful. If you 

are interested in joining the choir, please send an email to Bryan Mitnaul, 

organist and choirmaster at vabchbryan@gmail.com

Realm Giving Is Here!

As part of our transition to Realm, we are excited to introduce Realm Giving – a secure, 

simple and flexible way to support St. Peter’s and its ministries.

Realm giving allows you to give anytime, anywhere using your computer, tablet or 

smartphone.   You can set up a one time or recurring gift and select where your gift goes 

(Pledge, Outreach, Community Meal, etc.).  You may even give to more than one fund in 

the same transaction. 

You can access Realm Giving several ways.  Log into your account on your computer, 

use the Realm App, use the QR code or Text to Give.

These are the 4 ways to arrive at the Giving Page:

1 – Website – Log into your Realm account at Onrealm.org.  On the Connect page click 

on Giving.   Then click on the +Give blue box in the upper left.

2 – Realm App – In the Realm app click on the Giving Icon at the bottom of the screen.  

Then click on “Make a Gift”.

3 – QR Code – open the camera app on your smartphone and point it at the QR code.  

Click on the yellow On Realm box.

mailto:vabchbryan@gmail.com


4 – Text – Text the word Keys to 7356

Once you use any of these methods to arrive at the Giving Page, you do the following:

Enter the amount of your gift and then click on the small down arrow to select where the 

money goes.  The default is Regular Pledge Payment, but you can change it by clicking the 

down arrow to the right to see other options.

If you would like to donate to more than one area, click on +Add Fund and it will allow you 

to add another amount and select another area.

After the amount(s) and Fund(s) are entered, click on “Continue”.  This will take you to the 

payment page.

You may pay with a credit or debit card or ACH.  ACH bank transfers generally have lower 

processing costs, allowing more of your gift to support the church.  When paying you have 

the option to add an amount to help the church offset the credit card processing fees.  This 

step is optional.

Realm Giving is a new payment option that will be available in addition to traditional cash 

and check methods.  You can use whichever method you are most comfortable with.

If you have questions about setting up your Realm account or using Realm Giving, the 

church office is happy to assist you.  We can help you create your Realm account, log in, 

scan the QR code, or set up your first online gift. 

THE MONTANA VISIT RETROSPECTIVE
A HUGE THANK YOU to our Mission Trip Volunteers. 

Lorna Jordan our Youth Group Mama blessed us with breakfast each morning. Feeding 55+ 

at any given time was not an easy job and she did it with an awesome SPIRIT!

Martha and Ken Taylor hosted 7 missionaries in their home, shared their own vehicle and 

supported us beyond words. 

Betsy and John Yingling hosted 4 missionaries in their home and Besty chaperoned at all of 

our events  Betsy also led all of us at the Community Meal with patience and generosity. 



Christine and Jan Afungchwi hosted 3 missionaries in their home, chaperoned at all of our 

events, and COOKED DINNER FOR 55+! Christine also helped Lorna each morning with 

breakfast. 

Tucker Handley chaperoned us throughout most of the week and was a constant supporter.

Kristen and Jeff Gardner hosted 2 missionaries in their home, chaperoned at all of our 

events, and IMMENSLY HELPED WITH DINNER at Lakewood Park that Saturday 

evening. Both Kristen and Jeff took the lead at Cedar Point and made it all happen safely!

Heidi and Matt Demaline hosted our pool party at Lakewood Park and Heidi chaperoned 

all week.

Julian, Yhosila, and Karen Norton (+ their friend Yaninee Naoipann) hosted dinner for 55+ 

at Karen’s home on the lake. We enjoyed a beautiful evening prayer together on the lake 

with a bonfire. Yhosila was able to help chaperone at a few events too!

Julie Steigerwald blessed us with all kinds of help at all the events but she also brought us 

so much BELLY ROLLING JOY (if you know, you know ). She always has the nicest 

things to say and is so supportive! The kiddos looked forward to her brownies each 

evening. 

Dennis Driscoll blessed us with all kinds of help at most of the events and was a supporter 

and cheerleader of or efforts around every turn. 

Larry and Michelle hosted 13 in their home, shared their own vehicle, and Larry provided 

all the support and patience of a saint. 

Kim and Fr. Mike Lager hosted Mother Jocelyn and shared their own vehicle with the 

group. Kim made us yummy food throughout the week, feeding our tummy’s and our souls. 

Linda and Tom Purdy (along with their oldest son, Tommy) hosted dinner for 55+ at 

Tommy’s home which included a private pool, hot tub, and basketball court. 

Holly St. Clair heard our call for food and brought us dessert a few times throughout the 

week. 

Kathy Woolner heard the call too and brought us 5 Costco pies bigger than our 3 of our 

heads together!

Brenda Pongracz heard the call and brough us delicious Peach Cobbler. 

Rebecca Lange and Ian helped clean up breakfast a few times throughout the week when 

we had to super scoot fast and didn’t have time to leave the chapel nice. 

Nancy Wittig was able to attend our viewing of Philadelphia 11 and answer all kinds of 

questions our group had afterwards. 



Thanks, to the local organizations that worked together with us to accomplish and serve 

our community in different ways. Please enjoy these pictures with our neighbors. 

Greater Cleveland Habitat for Humanity 

Philadelphia 11 Viewing and Discussion with Mother Nancy Wittig



St. Peter’s Community Meal

Trinity Cathedral

Cedar Point trip.



Magnet Manufacturing

The Cleveland Art Museum

Maltz Museum



Lakewood Park at dusk. 



Thoughts from Betsy Yingling on the 
August Community Meal

I thought I would send a summary of the day.

I'm not sure if we really kept track of how many guests we had in August, versus 

the Montana and St. Peters kids and adults, but I can say it was definitely the 

LOUDEST community meal ever. It was great, and the kids did an amazing job 

of sitting down and talking to the guests before, during, and after the meal. I was 

really proud of them! The guests loved the Bingo game, and almost all stayed 

until the end of the game. The kids put together gift bags with toiletries for 

prizes. Michelle organized it so that everyone would eventually get Bingo and 

win a prize, which was great. We had to keep a lot of kids busy, so Michelle 

created a menu that required a lot of servers. They also helped set up and clean 

up, and really worked hard. Nat Pendleton was in charge of the grilling with a 

couple of other men, and they only got a little wet when a rain squall passed by. It 

was crazy and chaotic, but we got everyone fed, had lots left over for take-homes, 

and it was super fun. The guests might be disappointed if we don't have so much 

entertainment next time!

For me, it was probably the most meaningful event of the entire mission week. I 

didn't have time to take many pictures, but I'm attaching a few below.

Betsy

A thank-you note from Mother Jocelyn, Rector of 
St. Andrews Episcopal Church in Polson, MT.

Thanks bunches for welcoming us Montana folk! Thanks for the activities, food, 

pie, connections + joy for the group that came here to serve, play + pray all week. 

Thank you for opening your home to a big group of people + always smiling + 

always tracking the next thing. I have enjoyed the service projects, the museums 

+ the evening gatherings. I even enjoyed the mornings together at St. Peter's! You 

are a rockstar youth leader + I'm glad to be a part of this event.

The Rev. Jocelyn Snider 



A thank you from Marni Walter of the Billings Group

I am grateful for the opportunity to see your wonderful city. The work you do has 

enriched our souls, allowing us to assist in the missions. Thank you for all you do.

...Oh my gosh, how do I say thank you for your wonderful experience this week? 

Your organizational skills, humor, and Larry's energy were amazing. This trip, for 

me, was something I learned I can do and enjoy doing. Although I need to tie my 

phone and water bottle to my person so they don't get legs and hide from me! With 

all the blessings,

From Maggie Kent a youth from Billings, MT

Thank you so much for being such a great church host! I had so much fun in Ohio, 

and I hope to see my friends again. Memories were made at the church, and they 

will always stay in my mind!

...Thank you lots! I had a lot of fun in Ohio with you guys. You are so kind and 

funny, and your stories are hilarious! I hope to see you guys another time, but for 

now, farewell!

From Julie Kent a youth from Billings, MT

Thank you St. Peter's for having us. The church is beautiful! Everyone has been 

wonderful. Thank you so much!

...Thank you Michelle and Larry! You've been amazing hosts for this trip. I hope you 

guys and Georgia had a great time too. Thank you for everything!

Children & Youth Choir will 

CONTINUE...

A special "Thank You" and 

"Welcome" to Ms. Deb Csikos-

Vandrasik for directing our group 

into the future! Our first performance 

will be Youth Sunday, November 

29th.



Founded in 1978, (as Hospice of the Western Resrve), Reserve Care is

one of the largest nonprofit hospice providers in Ohio. Services include 

end-of-life, palliative, and respite care, along with caregiver and grief 

support.

Most patients receive care in their own homes, but Reserve Care also provides 

care in assisted living facilities, hospitals, nursing homes, and retirement 

communities. For those whose end-of-life care symptoms are difficult to 

manage at home, there are also four acute-care facilities, including David 

Simpson Hospice House (Cleveland’s east side), Ames Family Hospice House 

(Westlake), Hospice of Medina County (Medina), Stein Hospice (Sandusky), 

and the newest location Reserve Care Hospice Center at 18485 Lakeshore 

Blvd., in Cleveland. Overall, Reserve Care delivers compassionate and 

dignified care to individuals facing life-limiting diagnoses in 18 Ohio counties.

We will be hosting a speaker who will be providing more information about 

RESERVE CARE, on Sunday, September 13th.

ICE CREAM SOCIAL
Sunday, September 13th , there will 

be an ice cream social to celebrate 

the beginning of the program year 

and resumption of the children’s 

and adult Christian education 

regular schedule. The event will be 

at the time of Coffee Hour at 11:15.



We will begin the formation year with our SPARK Lectionary resources in 

YEAR A. We will all return from Everest going to our designated classrooms. 

Elementary in the chapel, MS/HS upstairs in the lounge area, Infant/Toddler in 

the nursery. 

SPARK CURRICULUM - SUNDAY SCHOOL - AUTUMN YEAR A

Week 1 - September 13, 2026, the 16th Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 19

Joseph Helps His Family – Genesis 45:1-15; 50:15-21

Week 2 – September 20, 2026, the 17th Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 20

The Vineyard Workers – Matthew 20:1-16

Week 3 – September 27, 2026, the 18th Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 21

The Chief Priests – Matthew 21:23-32

Week 4 – October 4, 2026, the 19th Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 22

Parable of the Vineyard – Matthew 21:33-46

Week 5 – October 11, 2026, the 20th Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 23

The Wedding Banquet – Matthew 22:1-14

Week 6 – October 18, 2026, the 21st Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 24

Paying Taxes – Matthew 22:15-22

Week 7 – October 25, 2026, the 22nd Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 25

The Greatest Commandment – Matthew 22:34-46

Week 8 – November 1, 2026, the 23rd Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 26

Be Humble – Matthew 23:1-12

Week 9 – November 8, 2026, the 24th Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 27

Ten Bridesmaids – Matthew 25:1-13

Week 10 – November 15, 2026, the 25th Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 28

Parable of the Talents – Matthew 25:14-30

Week 11 – November 22, 2026, the Last Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 29\

CHRIST THE KING / REIGN OF CHRIST

Sheep and Goats – Matthew 25:31-46

PLEASE SEE THE NURSERY SIGN-UP SHEET 
Annika our fine state’s BIGGEST BUCKEYE FAN will be with the Buckeye’s most of this 
football season and we’ll need YOU to help fill in the gaps. A sign-up sheet is in the narthex 
and with Michelle. 



September 6 Warren Bickerton

September 6 Sumner Mead

September 9 Sue Andrews

September 9 Jan Babbit

September 9 Julian Norton

September 9 Maeve Stanton

September 10 Jack Lange

September 12 Gina Massetti

September 12 Donna Tabar

September 13 Claribel Whidden

September 15 Geoff Rudesill

September 15 Charlotte Patrick

September 16 Bill Crosby

September 16 Emily Dillon

September 18 Lois Smith

September 19 Carol Francescani

September 20 Tom Newman

September 21 John Opdycke

September 22 Monica Opdycke

September 25 Jan McDonough

September 27 Elaine Porter

September 27 Ed Stenger

September 29 Patti Geiger

September 30 Bruce Smith

September 5 Jeremy & Kelly Martin

September 6 John & Betsy Yingling

September 9 Mark Lekan & Margarita

Quispe Chocos

September 15 Jordan & Kelly Dillon

September 15 Dan & Sally Lammers

September 15 John & Monica Opdycke

September 18 Gerry & Tolisa Horning

September 22 Geoff & Debora Rudesill

September 25 Robert & Laura Wolverton

September 26 Matt & Maureen Stanton

September 30 Jim & Linda Good



PARISH PRAYER ROTA FOR JUNE 2026

Please use this parish prayer ROTA in your daily prayers. We will pray for all the families and 

individuals in the parish serially over the course of a few months, then we’ll start over again. Clip this 

page and keep it with your daily devotions for easy access.

September 1Jessica Philpott, Luke & Mark Sferra September 16Joe and Jacquelyn Tanis, Remi, Reed, Lucien

Brenda Pongracz, Christoper & Alexander Catherine Tasse

September 2Elaine Porter September 17Ken & Martha Taylor

Bob Potts Sarah Taylor, Rory

September 3Leslie Price September 18Lois Smith

Tom & Linda Purdy George Thomas

September 4Dan & Susan Rath September 19Jay & Katie Tolaro, Finley, Cannon

Jake & Jessica Redel Bruce Trautman

September 5John & Marci Rich September 20Gary & Denise VanBeneden

Clementine Robertson Brad Vandrasik and Debra Csikos-Vandrasik

September 6Geoff & Debora Rudesill, Madison September 21Churhill & Evelyn Ward 

Jill Rumford Katherine Weisbarth

September 7Wadia Salah September 22Tyler & Angie Whidden, Booker, Claribel

John & Dorisann Salisbury Pat Wielinski

September 8Joan Saunders September 23Rita Williams

Marilyn Schabel Nancy Wittig & Pam Darling

September 9Bob & Christine Schauer September 24Robert & Laura Wolverton, Jenna, Richard

Jennifer Schlesinger Kathy Woolner

September 10Paul & Wendi Schwartz, Claire September 25Sagan Woolner

Sally Scovill Chuck & Ann Wright

September 11Alex & Rachel Shaver, J, Joan September 26John & Betsy Yingling

Bruce Smith & Jeff Tennant Cynthia Yoder

September 12Kevin & Holly St. Clair September 27Caroline & Kevin Zerbey, Martin

Matt & Maureen Stanton, Connor, Maeve, Lilia John & Peggy Zimmer

September 13Julie Steigerwald September 28Geoffrey Ackerman

Ed & Julie Stenger Jan & Christine Afungchwi, Ellie, Sylvia

September 14Cathe Step & Ryan Vogelgesang, Owen, Charlie September 29Tom & Sue Andrews

Barry & Emma Stormer Nan Archbold

September 15Virginia Strempel September 30Adam & Kate Armstrong, Addie, Oliver

Dave & Donna Tabar Rebecca Austin-Lange & Tim Lange, 

Ian Lange, Fallon Austin, Cayleigh Austin

The Confirmations originally scheduled for September 6th, have 
been rescheduled for December 6th.

LMM Lutheran Metropolitan Men's Shelter is asking for 
used Bibles. The men are consistently asking for Bibles and they do not 

have enough to keep up the demand. If you have a Bible or 2 at home that 
are looking for a new home please take them to Michelle Killin-Keith. She 
will take them to the shelter.



SEPTEMBER 2026
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