
FISHERMAN’S NET
Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church ⧫ Lakewood, Ohio

Volume 61, Number 4 ⧫  December 2025

Dear St. Peter’s Family,

The older I get, the more comfort I find in the cycles of life.  The wonder of the changing of the 

seasons – winter’s crisp cold air, spring’s daffodils breaking through the frozen ground, warmth 

of a long summer day, or apple picking as the leaves change their color.  Likewise, the sacred 

cycle of the Church Year is ever-repeating and ever new.  The long ordinary-time of the season 

after Pentecost now welcomes the preparations of Advent that will take us into the 12 days of 

Christmas.  

Advent holds us in a kind of holy tension: we remember the historical miracle of Jesus's birth, 

while preparing our hearts for Christ’s ultimate return. It is a time for quiet reflection on what has 

taken place in history as well as the hope we share in what is to come.  The spiritual cycle of birth 

and return is held in holy tension throughout Advent.  

The church is shod in purple in Advent – the color purple signifies the spiritual preparation of 

introspection in this season that makes our heart ready to receive Christ, both in the Nativity and 

His Second Coming.  The Advent Candle is lit before each service, symbolizing the growing light 

of Christ steadily overcoming the darkness of the world.  The Chrismon Tree is an evergreen that 

you are invited to help decorate with the symbols of our faith, and acknowledges the eternal life 

we find in Christ. 

All of this Advent preparation is meant to make us ready for the celebration that culminate in the 

central celebration of Christmas! We warmly invite you to join us for our special services:

Christmas Eve  4:00 p.m. The Service of the Holy Nativity with Holy Eucharist features the 

beloved “drop-in pageant” for all children.  This wonderful service is specifically child friendly 

while being sacred and holy. 

Christmas Eve  10:00 p.m.  A Solemn Choral Holy Eucharist in celebration of the Holy Nativity 

is a reverent and beautiful candlelight service with our full choir.  

Christmas Day  10:00 a.m.  Is a reflective morning of Eucharistic celebration of the birth of our 

Savior.

Christmas Lessons and Carols will be celebrated on December 28th at our 10:00 a.m. service.  

(The 8:00 a.m. service will be our regular Holy Eucharist service)

As the growing light of the Advent candles leads us out of the stillness of preparation and into the 

joyful brilliance of Christmas, we remember that Christ comes to us in every season and every 

cycle.  I look forward to sharing the wonder of Advent preparations and Christmas celebrations 

with you!

God’s Blessings,

Fr. Mike



Coffee Hour with Host Families
Welcome Fall! On the next page are our host families for 

November and December.

As a refresher… this is how it works:  4 households will be assigned each Sunday.  No one will have 

to do this more than a couple times each year.  We ask that you plan to bring along with you on 

Sunday a plate of something to put out for coffee hour.  Baking is not required but is always 

welcomed!  The items you bring can be as simple as a bag of goldfish crackers, baby carrots and dip, 

grapes, crackers & cheese, donut holes -you name it.  Just bring enough to share with a dozen 

people,   All you have to do is leave the item on the dining room table  20 minutes before church.  

The verger will take care of putting things out and cleaning up (though you are always welcome to 

help!)  

If you cannot cover your assigned Sunday, it would be most helpful if you call someone and switch 

Sundays or bring it ahead of time and we can hold until your assigned Sunday.  You many opt 

entirely out of the rotation simply by contacting Amanda Chambers 440-669-6352 or 

amanda60chambers@gmail.com

With much gratitude,

Amanda Chambers

December 7

Liz and Nat Pendleton-verger

Jeremy & Kelly Martin

Colin McConnell

Dennis McCready

Janet McDonough

December 14

Dan Lammers-verger

Michael Miller

Julian & Yhosila Norton

Naomi Opdycke

Erin Oselu

December 21 & 28

No host families

Coffee service only

January 4

Beth O’Rourke-verger

Jessica Philott

Brenda Pongracz

Bob Potts

Leslie Price

January 18

Annual Meeting

No Coffee hour

Potluck Brunch

January 25

Linda Lange-verger

Matt & Maureen Stanton

Julie Steigerwald

Cathe Step & Ryan 

Vogelgesang

David Tabar 

January 11

Jeff Tennent-verger

Linda Purdy  

Jake & Jessica Redel

John & Marci Rich

Wadia Salah

mailto:amanda60chambers@gmail.com


SECOND SUNDAYS!        Zoom Zoom! 

On the second Sunday of each month, you are invited 

to catch up with your friends at our Virtual Coffee Hour!  

Join us and enjoy the company of St. Peter’s online community! 

The next gathering will take place on Zoom on SUNDAY, 

December 14 at 11:15 a.m. The following month’s gathering 

will take place on Zoom on SUNDAY, January 11, 2026 at 11:15 a.m. 

Please call Kathy Woolner at 440-503-6111 with any questions. 

For ease in attending, simply add this link to your calendar:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82813898119?pwd=VU5QMjl0UmJkdTBudmJQRVphNTRVUT09

Meeting ID: 828 1389 8119           Passcode: 18001

BIBLE STUDY
 

WEDNESDAY at 11:00 a.m., following the 10:00 a.m. 

             Eucharist, in the office area lounge.

             FRIDAY at 8:00 a.m. at Joe’s Deli in Rocky River, 

             Wooster Rd. & Hilliard Blvd.

             SUNDAY at 9:09 a.m., between the 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

             services in the Undercroft.

For additional information call or email the parish office: 

(216) 226-1772                     office@stpeterslakewood.org

DECEMBER NET NOTES FROM THE TREASURER

Thank you for your generosity so far this year, however in order to meet our year end 

goals it is imperative that we meet our pledge commitments. Personnel costs have been 

reduced but increased utility  costs have offset much of the savings.

Please review your pledge statement or contact Tom Newman if you have any questions, 

office@stpeterslakewood.org (216) 226 - 1772

Thank you again and have a wonderful holiday season. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82813898119?pwd=VU5QMjl0UmJkdTBudmJQRVphNTRVUT09
mailto:office@stpeterslakewood.org


December Outreach Focus of the Month: St. Peter’s Child Care Center

The outreach focus for the month of October is our very own St. Peter’s Child Care Center.  The 

Center is a non-profit childcare center that provides high quality childcare to a diverse population. 

We have been a part of the community since 1983 and serve families from Lakewood, Cleveland, 

Mentor, Chesterland, Avon Lake, Westlake, Fairview Park and Rocky River. 

We currently have 32 families (43 children) at the Center. Our staff is made up of 12 full-time and 3 

part-time employees. Three of our staff have been with us for 23 and 24 years, while others have 

recently celebrated anywhere between 1-11 years of employment with us. We provide a safe, 

nurturing environment for the children and welcome children of all abilities. 

In May, we made the difficult decision to close our School Age Program at Horace Mann 

Elementary School. This Program had been in operation for more than 25 years for the families, but 

lately we have faced staffing challenges for the Program and found another local Program to take 

over at Horace Mann for the families. 

The Child Care Center has maintained a Gold rating through the Step Up to Quality program. This is 

the highest rating that is attainable for a program.  The Center has also maintained a contract with 

Invest in Children as a Universal PreK Program (UPK). The UPK Program makes high quality early 

care and education accessible to families by providing funding to enhance the quality, as well as 

scholarship assistance to low- and moderate-income families. Both the Step Up to Quality and UPK 

Programs require the Center to operate at higher standards than a Program who is just licensed by 

the Ohio Department of Children and Youth. We have also maintained the designation of Ohio 

Healthy Program for the past 11 years. Ohio Healthy Programs focus on creating healthy habits, 

menus, policies and family engagement to address childhood obesity. Each of these different 

programs do provide a small amount of financial incentive, however as a non-profit childcare center 

we consistently seek out opportunities to fund our Program to provide a worthy wage for our staff. 

In keeping with the service ministry that is a part of the St. Peter’s culture, the Center is involved in 

several service projects.  The children at the Center participate in outreach projects aimed at 

improving their community.  Some of the beneficiaries of their efforts include Providence House, 

St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital, the Pajama Program and the Ronald McDonald House of Cleveland. 

We thank you for the support you have given us over the years and appreciate you thinking of us 

once again. Your generous donations will be used to maintain our playground area and supplement 

some of the rising operational costs we have faced at the Center. 

 

Courtney Nerad – Executive Director

St. Peter’s Childcare Center



The Generosity Team would like to offer our heartfelt gratitude to the people of St. Peter’s!  Without the hard 

work of so many, this year’s Stewardship Campaign could not have happened!

First, we thank Tom Andrews, Ken Taylor, Jim Cofer, Kristen Gardner, and Liz Crosby for agreeing to write 

and personally deliver their messages of “Heart, Hands, Hope:  Generosity that Gives”.   Each one of these 

individuals worked hard to prepare their very touching testimonials to share with us.   Many thanks to the 

office staff and volunteers who coordinated each weekly message with inserts for our bulletins.

We thank the members of the parish who helped with all parts of the In-Gathering Brunch held on November 

9th.   Beth O’Rourke, Naomi Opdyke, Tucker Handley, Jan McDonough, Michelle and Larry Killin-Keith 

came together to prepare the Undercroft for the brunch.   A special shout out to Linda Purdy who once again 

provided us with beautiful centerpieces for each table.  Thanks to the members of the Generosity Team and 

other volunteers who were instrumental in working during the morning of the brunch to ensure that everything 

was prepared on time and that all went smoothly.   Thanks also to everyone who pitched in to make clean up 

quick and painless!

Finally, many thanks to everyone who stayed to enjoy brunch together to celebrate the “unofficial end” to this 

year’s campaign!  I truly believe that everyone enjoyed themselves that morning!

Our campaign has been hugely successful to date, with many of you increasing your pledged amount to get us 

out of our deficit budget.  However, there are about 35 pledges that have not been received, so please continue 

to return your 2026 pledge cards if you have not yet gotten them into the church!  It truly does help 

tremendously to know what each household is planning to contribute so that next year’s budget can be 

finalized!

Gratefully yours, Jan McDonough, Marth Taylor, and the rest of the Generosity Team



Help Decorate the Chrismon Tree this Advent

We invite you to participate in our new tradition by decorating our Chrismon Tree (located at the back of the 

church). Chrismons are ornaments that symbolize the Christian faith. Beginning November 29th, you will 

find a selection of Chrismons on the table next to the tree, each related to the day’s theme and readings. 

Please help us fill the tree by placing one Chrismon each week as we journey toward Christmas. 

Additionally, you are invited to a special crafting project: making the Mary and Joseph Chrismon for the 

Fourth Sunday of Advent (Remember, Jesus isn't born until Christmas!). All ages are welcome to join us for 

this project in between services and during coffee hour. 

NOTICE: The new Children & Youth Choir will be performing at the 
Christmas Eve service at 4:00 p.m. and at LESSONS & CAROLS on Sunday, 
December 28th at the 10:00 a.m. service.

THERE WILL BE NO SUNDAY SCHOOL ON DECEMBER 28th







December 7 .............The Second Sunday of Advent
December 14 ...........The Third Sunday of Advent
December 21 ...........The Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 24............Wednesday, CHRISTMAS EVE
December 25............Thursday, CHRISTMAS DAY
December 28............The First Sunday after Christmas Day
January 1, 2026........Thursday, NEW YEAR’S DAY
January 4..................The Second Sunday after Christmas Day
January 6..................The Epiphany of Our Lord Jesus Christ



                                          

 

The UPCaM (United Protest Campus Ministries) serves students at 

Case, CSU, and Tri-C.   They are experiencing an urgent need for 

the international students they serve. Many international students 

will remain in the U.S. over the winter break (Dec. 18 - Jan. 8) 

because of the possibility of not being able to gain re-entry when 

they return for spring semester.   

The UPCaM is putting together a homestay program for these students. If you might be  

willing to open your home to an international student over the winter break, please  

let the Rev. Gabriel Lawrence (St. Paul's Episcopal Church in Cleveland Heights)  

know and he will connect you to the UPCaM chaplain, Amanda Powell.    

The full letter of information is on the bulletin board in the Narthex (near the TV).ss  

  

Casting for lines will begin on 

Sunday, December 7th during 

Sunday School.

We will practice during Sunday 

school as much as we are able.

We have a mandatory practice 

Following coffee hour on Sunday

December 21st in the sanctuary. 

We will mic the kids and get them
familiar with how loud they need to be and if they need to share a mic with 

someone else, with whom they are comfortable. Their lines are not very long and 

we are hopeful that they can memorize them.With that said, please don’t stress 

about it, I’ve found “workarounds”, and places to hide lines. Our priority is that 

everyone has a great night focused around the birth of Jesus.

Lastly, we will also need parents to help direct kids on the evening of the actual 

pageant. More news on that to come.

CHRISTMAS EVE FAMILY SERVICE and DROP-IN PAGEANT



HOMELESS AWARENESS 

               SLEEP-OUT

Our goal was 
$3000 so that we 
can give $500 at 
the very least to 
each of the 6 local 
shelters the youth 
have identified. 
With all of your 
support the youth 
raised $8000! Can 
you imagine the 
impact of this for 
our local shelters? 
THANK YOU FOR 
ALL OF YOUR 
SUPPORT!



THE 209TH ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF OHIO 

On Friday November 14 and Saturday November 15 over 225 Episcopalians gathered at Greystone 

Event Center in Wooster, Ohio to attend the Annual Convention.  This year’s event was marked by a 

special celebration of the 90th birthday of Bishop Arthur Williams, Jr. 
 

St. Peter’s was well represented.  In addition to delegates Dennis Driscoll, Leslie Price and Liz 

Crosby, Father Mike and Kim attended as well as Senior Warden Nat Pendleton and Jeff Tennant.   
 

On Saturday, elections were held for various offices.  St. Peter’s has much for which to be proud.  Jeff Tennant 

was overwhelmingly elected as a Diocesan Trustee and Mike Bickerton, though unopposed, was elected as 

Diocesan Treasurer. 
 

As with last year’s focus, the Bishop emphasized the importance of congregational development, calling on all of 

us to expand our parish life and ministries into our greater communities.  “Congregational Life – the full, specific 

and local manifestation of the body of Christ in all its complexity – is the source of our transformation…”   
 

Sources of transformation include Prayer and Worship, Study & Learning, Action and Life in our Community.  

Bishop Jolly called on us to examine in which of these four areas the Holy Spirit is most prevalent or influential 

at St. Peters.  Where might the Holy Spirit be trying to get our attention in another Source of Transformation?  

How do our current strengths help us to expand our attention to other areas of transformation? 
 

We invite everyone at St. Peter’s to reflect on Bishop Jolly’s invitation:  Where is the Holy Spirit most active at 

St. Peter’s?  Where is the Holy Spirit trying to get our attention in another source of Transformation? 
 

Our job as Christians IS the community.  Love God, Love Your Neighbor, Change The World! 
 

IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN… ALL THINGS ROTA! 
I will be prepping 1st trimester 2026 ROTA just after Christmas.  The first trimester runs from February 1 

through May 31.   
 

Please let me know if you would like to join a ministry!  Options abound:  Lectors, Chalicers, Acolytes, 

Ushers, Bell Ringers, Videographers, Lay Eucharistic Visitors.  We are in particular need of volunteers for 

the 8:00 a.m. service. 
 

If you are on a ministry and would like to be removed, please let me know. 
 

Now the hard part!  If you will be out of town or otherwise unavailable to serve anytime between 

February 1 and May 31, 2026 please send me those dates.  Please send to li2ard@aol.com and put ROTA 

in the subject line. 
 

Finally, if you are particularly fond of Lent and Easter and have a service or office you really want to 

participate in, please let me know that as well.  Here the official Lent/Easter dates: 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY         February 18, 2026                      

Noon and 6:30 

All offices, including videographer, 

the for 6:30 service. 
 

PALM SUNDAY  March 29, 2026 

8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. 

All offices. Reading of the Passion. 
 

Holy Week   March 30 through April 1, 2026 

Monday through Wednesday  -   

readers and chalicers will be ad hoc. 

Thank you to everyone for enhancing our 

worship together. 

 

 

 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY          April 2, 2026  

Readers 
    

GOOD FRIDAY    April 3, 2026 

Noon & 6:00 p.m.  

Noon:  Readers, Chalice, Acolyte 

6:00p.m.: Readers, Acolyte, Videographer 
 

EASTER                            April 5, 2026 

8:00 & 10:00 a.m. 

In addition to regular offices we need two 

torch bearers and a clergy cross bearer  

at 10:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 



DECEMBER EVENTS

office@stpeterslakewood.org
  (216) 226 – 1772

http://www.stpeterslakewood.org

mailto:office@stpeterslakewood.org
http://www.stpeterslakewood.org/


St. Peter’s office

(216) 226 - 1772

      Dec 15      Ken & Martha Taylor

      Dec 20      Richard & Leslie Hannan

There is also an opportunity to 
sign up for a gardening group 
to look after the various 
plantings around the church 
property. Call the office or find 
the sign-up sheet in the nave.

If you are interested in doing 
small, simple fix it projects, call 
the office or look for the sign-
up sheet in the rear of the nave 
to volunteer for the “Net 
Menders” group. Paint, plaster, 
and minor repairs.

Sign up in the back of the nave to help sort, and

 dispose of unwanted records and, importantly,

 help catalog and archive St. Peter’s historical 

 materials. See Nat Pendelton for information.

Dec 01 Jim Klomfas

Dec 03 Ed Wilkinson

Dec 04 Jacob Dillon 

Dec 05 Mark Lekan

           Robert Kuhlenschmidt

           Molly Kuhn

Dec 07 Kristen Gardner

Dec 08 Hal Cooper

Dec 09 Dennis Driscoll

           Jane Nash

Dec 11 Jack Patrick

Dec 17 Amy Chambers

Barbara Caravona

Douglas Fifner

Bobbi Gillen

Cayleigh Austin

Dec 18 Lisa Peterson

Jessica Pendleton

Dec 20 Joseph Kasl

Abby Lance

Dec 22 Dottie O’Neill

Dec 24 Holly St. Clair

Dec 25 Baby Jesus

           Carol Kienzle

Tren Cheshier

Dec 30 Charlie Vogelgesang

Sagan Woolner

Dec 31 Joyce Barrett

   



PARISH PRAYER ROTA FOR DECEMBER

Please use this parish prayer ROTA in your daily prayers. We will pray for all the families and 

individuals in the parish serially over the course of a few months, then we’ll start over again. Clip this 

page and keep it with your daily devotions for easy access.

Dec. 1  Bob Brown 

            Steve Bryant & Andrew Folds 
  

Dec. 2  Jim Calhoun 

            Joanne Calkins 
 

Dec. 3  Phillip & Margaret Callesen 

 Barbara Caravona 
  

Dec. 4  Amanda & Amy Chambers 

 Tren & Lisa Cheshier 
 

Dec. 5  Joel & Carol Childs 

  Linda Chisamore 
 

Dec. 6   Marilyn Cobb 

  Mary Coe, Peter & Molly Kuhn 
 

Dec.7   Jim, Carrie & Jamie Cofer 

 Craig & Janet Cook 
 

Dec. 8  Hal Cooper 

             Bill & Liz Crosby 
 

Dec. 9 Neil, Kiara, Karter & Khori Culmer 

 David Daley 
 

Dec.10 Mary Daniel 

 Pam Darling & Nancy Wittig 
    

Dec.11 Victoria Dehmalo 

 Lesley, Jon & Lucy Demagall 
 

Dec.12  Matt, Heidi, Allison & Brooklyn  

              Demaline 

 Adam, Tiffani, Cole & Gia Dietrick 
  

Dec.13 Kelly, Jordan, Emily & Jacob 

             Dillon 

             Terry & Patti Dobro 
  

Dec.14 Penny Dolski 

 Chris Donaldson 
 

              Dec.15  Ian Drennan 

                           Dennis Driscoll & Susan Murnane 
 

Dec.16  Karen Eversman 

 Peter Fahrenkopf 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dec.17 Steve Felder 

 Sara Ferry 
  

Dec.18 Doug & Elaine Fifner 

 George Filko 
  

Dec.19 Andy, Samantha, Jonathan, Patrick,  

 Anna & Katherine Fitz 

 Scott & Mary Fitz 
   

Dec.20 Jim Ford 

 Joan Foster 
 

Dec.21 Anne Marie Foti 

   Dick Furry 
 

Dec.22  Jeff, Kristen, Evan, Isaac & Keira 

             Gardner 

 Chas & Patti Geiger 
   

Dec.23 Bobbi Gillen 

 Jim & Linda Good 
  

Dec.24 Dan, Sarah & Emmet Gourash 

 Bill & Kathy Grane 
   

Dec.25 Bob Gray 

 Neil & Joyce Green 
 

Dec.26 Mike, Jennifer,  

 Jacob & Elisa Hammarlund 

 Tucker Handley 
 

Dec.27 Sarah Hankey 

 Nancy Harris 
 

Dec.28 Tony, Lauren & Caleb Hinkston 

 Sue Hofelich 
 

Dec.29 Gerry & Tolisa Horning 

 John House 
 

Dec. 30  Dan & Matthew Hout-Reilly 

              Joanne Hull 
  

Dec. 31 Bob Hulligan 

 David Hulligan 
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St. Peter’s is on FACEBOOK. Don’t forget to follow us!
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